	Financial Aid for Study Abroad
Can I use financial aid for study abroad?

	Yes. It is possible to use financial aid for most study abroad options. Even if you have not received financial aid in the past, you should consider applying for assistance. Non-Brooklyn College students should contact the Financial Aid Office at their home institution to discuss options.



	What kind of aid is available?

	Need-based financial aid is awarded based on the results of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Pell is applicable to the study abroad programs.

	Scholarships: There are a few scholarships available for undergraduate study abroad. The Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Studies has general information regarding possible STOCS grants. It is worthwhile to spend some time to inquire. 

	Alternative Loans: The Financial Aid Office has loan applications available for additional assistance through outside agencies. For more information regarding these loans, contact the Financial Aid Office.



	How do I apply for financial aid?

	You must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for financial assistance. 



	When should I start applying for financial aid?

	The Free Application for Federal Student Aid can be filed for processing after January 1st. We recommend that you apply by March 15th for summer program maximum consideration and May 1st for all other terms. 



	How do I apply for financial aid if I am going to study abroad for the summer semester?

	You must complete a FAFSA in sufficient time for the Financial Aid Office to receive and process your request. A March 15th deadline is suggested for summer assistance. The FAFSA can be obtained from the Financial Aid Office or on the financial aid web site at http://finaid.brooklyn.cuny.edu. 

If you are currently receiving any scholarships you must inquire as to whether your scholarship is applicable for the summer term.



	Are there special procedures involved in receiving financial aid for study abroad?

	Yes. In order for you to use your financial aid for your study abroad program, the study abroad coordinator in the Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Studies will complete a review of your program to determine if you are eligible to participate.



	How much of my cost will financial aid cover?

	It depends on the following variables: the cost of your study abroad program, your financial need and your eligibility for outside loans. In reviewing your options, you should consider how much loan debt you are willing to incur.



	Will the number of credits I carry affect my financial aid?

	Yes. Most financial aid programs require students to be enrolled at least half-time (6 credits) to be considered for assistance. There are some programs that require full-time enrollment. Check with the Financial Aid Office for specific program requirements.



	Do my grades affect my future at Brooklyn College?

	Yes. It is recommended that you inquire with the Financial Aid Office regarding your satisfactory progress status (SPS) and how it may be affected by studying abroad. 

	It is also important to note that as long as you are enrolled at least half-time, you may qualify for a loan.  



	Who is responsible for taking care of my financial aid while I am overseas?

	YOU are responsible. The Center for International Education will assist you in making the necessary arrangements to ensure that all funds are sent to the appropriate places.

Keep in mind that you must make the arrangements prior to your departure or your aid may not be released or could be delayed.

Additionally, you must make sure that your attendance and grades are reported back at the end of each semester.  This is necessary to certify your financial aid eligibility. 
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Financial Aid Planner








Name	______________________





SSN	______________________





Program	________________





Semester(s)	________________





Total Cost	$_______________





Estimated financial aid


	Pell		_______


	ACG/SMART_______


	Direct Loan	_______


	STOCS	_______


	Scholarship	_______


Other		_______











Study Abroad Checklist


Complete Planner


FAFSA filed


Loan App submitted


Power of Attorney


Update address


Other
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