Jessica Valdez

Statement of Purpose

I look forward to attending the Winter Brooklyn College Study Abroad Program in Nanjing, China because I feel it will provide an immeasurable experience in completing my college experience. As a student who is majoring in history and education, with future plans to become a high school social studies teacher, I feel this study abroad experience in China will have a significant and relevant impact on what I am currently studying as well as on my future role as a teacher. Having the direct opportunity to be exposed and immersed in a different culture will hopefully provide me with the widened perspective and appreciation of diversity that is so vital to the critical thinking skills I hope to impart to my future students. I also would like the opportunity to examine China’s historical development by observing, firsthand, the cultural artifacts and achievements that China produced. A three week high school sponsored trip through Eastern Europe taught me that history can, indeed, come alive and is sometimes best understood by being in its actual presence, which I hope this study abroad program will recreate for me. The overwhelmingly positive experience I had in traveling abroad in high school inspired me to make traveling a priority in my future educational endeavors because it taught me so much about myself in relation to the rest of the world and helped cultivate a deeper understanding of what it means to be a student of history and of the world.
