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CHIN 1020: INTENSIVE ELEMENTARY CHINESE

Brooklyn College, The City University of New York
Study Abroad in China Program

Instructor: Prof. Frank T. Xu, (Or, to be assigned)
Required Textbook

Sue-mei Wu: Chinese Link: Beginning Chinese, Simplified Character Version, Level 1/Part 2, (ISBN-13:
9780205691968, Prentice Hall: 2010)

Book details at: http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Chinese-Link-Beginning-Chinese-
Simplified-Character-Version-Level-1Part-2/9780205691968.pagett

Audio materials:
http://wps.prenhall.com/wl_wu_chinese_link_2nd_edition/145/37150/9510632.cw/index.html

Recommended website:
http://mjiang.com/mecps/ch/lessons/
http://www.language.berkeley.edu/ic/

Course Description

This is an intensive, skill-based, elementary-level course of the Chinese language. This course is continuation of
CHIN 1010, and focuses on the acquisition of correct pronunciation and basic skills of listening, speaking, reading
and writing. Speaking skill is the priority objective which leads the acquirement of other skills of the language. The
goal of the course is to lay a solid foundation for students’ further learning of the language at the medium level.

Course Outcomes

1. Students will master the pinyin system and pronunciation of Mandarin Chinese;

Students will familiarize themselves with the basic syntactic structures of Mandarin Chinese;

3. Students will develop the basic skills and proficiency of listening, speaking, reading in Chinese, with an
emphasis on conversational skills in different practical situations; and

4. Students will learn to write Chinese characters with simpler strokes (100 the most-frequently-used
characters and basic radicals as components of the character).

N

Class Format

Because this class is part of the study abroad in China program, students are encouraged to make the best use of their
time in China to practice the Chinese language. In addition to attending and learning in regular class sessions,
students are also required

1. To find partners or form small groups to practice the lessons and language skills after class; and

2. To speak Chinese whenever and wherever they can while in China.

The textbook is designed to help students to teach themselves beginner’s Chinese. Students are strongly encouraged
to start Chinese lessons before they embark on the China trip. At least several days prior to departure, students should
do the following:
1. Listen to the CD and practice the pinyin (phonetics); and
2. Go to this site http://mjiang.com/mecps/ch/lessons/ and start learning/practicing the simple lessons, with
one lesson per day (prior to the trip if possible and each day during the trip).
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Attendance and Participation

Students should actively participate in class activities. Prompt attendance is mandatory for all class sessions. Each
absence without instructor’s permission will result in 2 percent deduction from the final grade of the course; two late
arrivals or early departures are equal to one absence.

Study group: in addition to class time learning, students will be organized into study groups (3 or 4 students in one
group). Class presentation and after-class practice will be conducted in the form of study group.

Homework and After-Class Practice

Practice of language drills in each of the lessons in an elementary language course is essential to learning a new
language. Completion of homework assignments, both oral and written, is also necessary in order to maintain steady
progress. Therefore, a reasonable amount of homework will be assigned, and practice after class will be required. You
are required to do the following after class:

Review the vocabulary by reading the words in pinyin aloud;

Check with each other the Chinese-English translation of the vocabulary;

Practice new words and sentence patterns in real life situations;

Practice the dialogues and translate them from Chinese to English and vice versa; and
Complete the practice exercises at the end of the lesson.

uhwNPE

Evaluation
Punctuality, attendance & participation 20%
Presentation & quizzes 30%
Oral test 20%
Final written exam 30%

As this course is part of the study abroad program, students are strongly advised that their behavior, attitude and
journal submissions via email during the trip will affect their final grade for the course. At the conclusion of the
program, Professor Lu, as the program director, will review the coursework and behavior of each student in the
course with the instructor when the final grade is determined.

Students are required to keep daily journals to document observations of phenomena related to the course topics
and to the cultural/language experience of the program.

Non-Brooklyn College students are required to keep a course portfolio of all work and assignment submissions for this
course, to be evaluated by the appropriate office and committee at their home institution for equivalent credits.

Class Meetings

Most formal class sessions are scheduled to take place during our stay in Nanjing, and informal class sessions may be
held during the days when the group is visiting the first two cities of Beijing and Xi’an. Normally, the class meets 7:30-
10:30 am on weekdays (and on some weekend days and evenings if necessary) during our stay in Nanjing. But it is
subject to changes if necessary. In Nanjing, the instructor will schedule additional out-of-classroom sessions to
practice language skills in real life situations.

It is in the nature of the study abroad program that it will be a little hard to anticipate the schedule of the class
meetings in Nanjing. The specific schedule of visits and discussions probably won't be known until we arrive in
Nanjing and may be subject to change, sometimes at short notice. The class may meet on weekend and evenings if
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necessary. The instructor reserves the right to make necessary adjustments in the class schedule and
evaluation criteria in response to the changing circumstances during the course of the program in China.

The course may take place simultaneously with other Chinese courses (e.g., CHIN 1010 and CHIN 1030).

Allocation of class time

Hour 1: First half: presentation of content learned in the previous day (performance quiz);
Second half: grammar points and idiomatic usage;

Hour 2: First half: pronunciation practice;
Second half: sentence pattern drills — group activity.

Hour 3: First half: pair presentation to class;
Second half: to learn and practice writing characters.

One hour lab time each day

Students can come to the place where the instructor is, who will answer questions (either in the afternoon or
evening). Itis not compulsory for students to come if they prefer to do the lab work in their room with their own
computer, and in their own self-designated time (the point is that everyone must do it and get ready for the
performance quiz of next morning).

Actual schedule of the class meetings and the location may not be announced until the group’s arrival in China and may
be subject to change, sometimes at short notice. Students are advised to check their email often for notification for
possible changes. The instructor reserves the right to make necessary adjustments in the class schedule and evaluation
in response to the changing situation during the course of the program in China.

Policies

Students are strongly advised to read the CUNY and Brooklyn College’s policies regarding academic dishonesty,
attendance and sexual harassment.

As this course is part of the study abroad program, trip participation will account for 10% of the grade. All students
are advised that their behavior and attitude during the program will affect their final grade for the course.

Tentative Class Schedule

Day 1

Chapter 9: Eating out

Asking people if they have done something, saying where places and things are, talking about food and restaurants,
introducing the conjunctions before,when and after, comparing and contrasting

Day 2

Chapter 10: Teething troubles

Expressing something is happening, directional endings and resultative verbs, how to express passive, days of the
week

Day 3

Chapter 11: Weather, dates and seasons

What Chinese usually do when the weather is fine, months of the year, more on the comparative, expressing the
duration of something

Day 4
Chapter 12: In the restaurant
Expressing approximate numbers, the use of /e, the difference between cai and jiu.



CHIN 1020 Syllabus, page 4 of 6

Day 5

Chapter 13: Grammar Review

Common measure words, denomination of money, time words and expressions, resultative verbs, directional
endings or complements, auxiliary verbs, conjunctions

Day 6

Chapter 14: Chinese characters

The earliest characters, the evolution of characters, how characters are composed, recognizing some useful public
notices and signs

Day 7
Chapter 15: Shopping
Asking things in shops, Chinese money, stroke order of useful Chinese characters and their radicals.

Day 8
Chapter 16: Buying tickets (i)
Buying tickets for entertainment, more about the stroke order of characters

Day 9

Chapter 17: Buying tickets (ii)

Telephone numbers, describing character in names and more about radicals, saying something is going to happen
soon

Day 10
Chapter 18: Directions and transport
Asking for and understanding directions, expressing the distance between two points, words of place

Day 11

Chapter 19: At the Bird’s Nest National Stadium

Buying tickets at a tourist attraction, asking to see the catalogue, buying stamps and sending postcards, moving
the direct object in front of the verb using the structure of ba, Chinese festivals

Day 12
Chapter 20: At the coffee shop
Expressing similarities, changing money, opening a bank account, expressing percentages and fractions

Day 13

Chapter 21: Traveller’s notes

Expressing two actions going on simultaneously, Chinese proverbs, abbreviations in Chinese, similarities and
dissimilarities, the passive

Day 14

Chapter 22: Farewell to all that!

Making a toast, giving a present, and making an appropriate remark when receiving one, exclamations, the Chinese
zodiac, more on the passive, more about Chinese proverbs

Day 15
Review (i)
Characters leaned in 10 chapters, reading texts, rehearsal of little drama by students

Day 16
Review (ii)
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Sentence patterns, conjunctions, complex sentences, more rehearsal of little drama by students

Assignment of Keeping Journals

An important goal of the program is to enable each student to explore and experience China in his or her own
individual ways, such that you can obtain maximum academic benefits from this China trip. Keeping a journal
during the trip will help serve that purpose well.

You will be keeping a journal during the trip and submit the journal entries as part of the trip and course
participation to their course instructor (with a copy to Prof. Lu, the program director); see the instructors’ email
addresses below. Here are some guidelines:

How to Write a Journal Entry

1.

Describe a specific, very meaningful, phenomenon or incident that you observe or experience during the
2-3 days in a city, something that caught your attention and has an impact on you personally, culturally or
intellectually, or something that has touched you deeply. Do not just list what you have done during the
days (which will give you no credit). Tell us the story, with descriptive details, of a meaningful
intercultural encounter/instance. This should be the 1% paragraph.

Then, in the 2" paragraph, analyze or reflect upon that. Write down your reflections and thoughts on that
experience or observation from a cross-cultural or intercultural perspective. If you are in one of those
non-language classes, try to tie that to what you have read in the textbook(s) or what we are discussing in
class.

In the 3" paragraph, summarize or conclude this journal entry by making connections to a larger picture
of what you have read, heard and studied previously in other classes, or even what you have experienced
back in America and/or other contexts.

Each entry should be about 3 paragraphs in length. However, you are free to organize your ideas in what
you believe to be creative ways; it is not a good idea to write one journal entry in only one paragraph.

How and When to Submit

1.

Write an entry about every 3 days; a total of 5 (FIVE) journals are expected of you during the trip:
a. ONE entry for visit to Beijing
-- To be submitted on the day when you arrive in 2" city of Xi'an
b. ONE for visit to Xi’an
-- To be submitted on the day when you arrive in Nanjing
c. TWO entries during stay in Nanjing (including side trips if any)
-- To be submitted every 6 days
d. ONE final entry for visit to Suzhou and Shanghai
-- To be submitted no later than 10 pm on the eve of departure from Shanghai
-- This final journal entry should be a bit longer than the previous ones. You need have 2
additional paragraphs in which to reflect on the overall trip experience: your gains from the trip,
the impact of the trip on you, your recommendations for the trip, etc.
Submit your journals via email to the instructor via email:
a. Email each entry to the instructor, with a copy to: ChinaJournals@yahoo.com
b. And, if you are taking a class with another professor, also copy that professor.
At the beginning of each journal, please clearly indicate:
a. thecourse #(s),
b. course title(s), &
c. the professor(s) of the course(s), if you are taking more than one course
Name each journal entry clearly, by making the subject of the message as Journal #1 (#2, #3, #4, etc.)
from XXXX (your full name).




5.
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In one email message, only send one journal entry by way of copy & paste (Do not send it as attachment,
please). Send each journal entry separately; Do NOT attempt to include more than one journal entry in
one message.

Grade and Reward

1.

w

The professor will read your journals and respond if needed. If your journals are well written, professors
may use them to replace some assignment(s) of the course, at the professors' discretion.

If you are taking more than one course, you still only write a total of FIVE journal entries; be sure you
email each entry to both instructors if you are taking two courses from two professors.

The journals are part of the trip and course participation grade.

If you have been doing an exceptionally good job with the journals, the professors will give you extra
credit (as much as 10% of the grade) for the course(s), at the professors' discretion.



